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Before the 

Federal Communications Commission 

  Washington, D.C.  20554 

 

 

In the Matter of     ) 

       ) WC Docket No. 10-90 

Rate-of-Return Study Areas Potentially 100 Percent ) 

Overlapped by Unsubsidized Competitors  ) 

 

GVNW CONSULTING, INC. FOR 

HOME TELEPHONE CO. 

REPLY COMMENTS ON PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION OF 100 PERCENT 

OVERLAP OF HOME TELEPHONE CO. (ST. JACOB, ILLINOIS) BY AN 

UNSUBSIDIZED COMPETITOR OR COMBINATION OF UNSUBSIDIZED 

COMPETITORS 

 

These reply comments are respectfully submitted by GVNW Consulting, Inc. 

(“GVNW”)1 on behalf of Home Telephone Co., St. Jacob, Illinois (“HomeTel”).2   On 

September 11, 2017, GVNW, on behalf of HomeTel, filed a Rebuttal of Preliminary 

Determination of 100 Percent Overlap of Home Telephone Co. (St. Jacob, Illinois) by an 

Unsubsidized Competitor or Combination of Unsubsidized Competitors (“HomeTel Rebuttal”) 

demonstrating that neither of the two providers listed as unsubsidized competitors, either 

individually or in combination, 100 percent overlap the study area of HomeTel.3  The HomeTel 

                                                 
1GVNW Consulting, Inc. is a management consulting firm that provides a wide variety of 

consulting services, including regulatory and advocacy support on issues such as universal service, 

intercarrier compensation reform, and strategic planning for communications carriers in rural 

America. 
 
2HomeTel (Home Telephone Co.) serves approximately 950 customers.  It is headquartered in St. 

Jacob, Illinois.  Its study area code (SAC) is 341032. 

 
3See GVNW Consulting, Inc. Rebuttal of Preliminary Determination of 100 Percent Overlap of 

Home Telephone Co. (St. Jacob, Illinois) by an Unsubsidized Competitor or Combination of 

Unsubsidized Competitors, In the Matter of Rate-of-Return Study Areas Potentially 100 Percent 

Overlapped by Unsubsidized Competitors, WC Docket No. 10-90, (rel. August 11, 2017). 
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rebuttal showed that the study area of AT&T Services, Inc. (“AT&T”), one of the two purported 

unsubsidized competitors, does not overlap the study area of HomeTel.4  HomeTel and AT&T 

each serve a portion of the three census blocks listed [171194037013051, 171194037013054, 

171194037013068] but their service areas and study areas do not overlap.  Each serves a discrete 

portion of the three census blocks.  The HomeTel Rebuttal also included sworn statements of 

residents of locations in two census blocks shown as overlapping census blocks in HomeTel’s 

study area by Wisper ISP, Inc. (“Wisper”) reflecting that those residents requested service from 

Wisper but were told by Wisper that service from Wisper is not available.5 

In further support of HomeTel’s rebuttal of the Wireline Competition Bureau’s 

preliminary determination of 100 percent of overlap by one or a combination of unsubsidized 

competitors, below are three screen shots of AT&T’s website on September 18, 2017, showing 

that locations served by HomeTel in each of the three census blocks purportedly overlapped by 

AT&T (10931 Lower Marine Road, Marine, Illinois 62061 in census block 171194037013051, 

10649 Hickory Flat Road, Highland, Illinois 62249 in census block 171194037013054, and 2836 

State Route 4,  Marine, Illinois 62061 in census block 171194037013068) are shown as unserved 

by internet and phone (as well as U-Verse TV) by AT&T. 

 

                                                 
4Id at 2. 
5Id at 7. 
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Further, HomeTel provides sworn statements from two residents in locations in two 

additional census blocks purportedly overlapped by Wisper (171194037024049 and 

171194037013054) who state that service from Wisper is not available to them.6  These two 

additional sworn statements7 represent only a sample of locations in HomeTel’s study area that 

                                                 
6See below Sworn Statement of Amanda Horstmann, 1466 Summerfield, Saint Jacob, Illinois, 

62281, census block 171194037024049, notes from call of Amanda Horstmann with Wisper 

referred to in Sworn Statement of Amanda Horstmann as Attachment A, and results of site survey 

of the dwelling of Amanda Horstmann by Wisper representative with the notation “failed” as 

Attachment B.  Also see below Sworn Statement of Claire Clark, 10733 Hickory Flat Road, 

Highland, Illinois, 62249, census block 171194037013054 and notes from call of Claire Clark with 

Wisper referred to in Sworn Statement of Claire Clark as Attachment A. 
7See Sworn Statements of Gerard Falterman and Elisa D’Antonio previously submitted on 

September 11, 2017, in the Rebuttal of Preliminary Determination of 100 Percent Overlap of Home 

Telephone Co. (St. Jacob, Illinois) by an Unsubsidized Competitor or Combination of 

Unsubsidized Competitors in the comment round of this proceeding.  These Sworn Statements are 

for locations in census blocks 171194037024001 and 171194037024066, in addition to the Sworn 

Statements from residents in locations in census blocks 171194037024049 and 171194037013054 

included in the instant filing. 
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HomeTel has so far determined to be not served by Wisper, not necessarily all the locations not 

served by Wisper. 

It is notable that when provided the opportunity to submit documentation or otherwise 

support that they completely overlap HomeTel, either individually or in combination with 

another provider, neither AT&T nor Wisper filed on September 11, 2017, in the comment round 

of this proceeding.  Since AT&T does not provide service within the study area of HomeTel, 

Wisper has been shown not to provide service to 100 percent of the locations in HomeTel’s study 

area, and no other providers are identified by the Bureau as unsubsidized competitors in 

HomeTel’s study area, the 100 percent overlap determination fails.  Therefore, the competitive 

overlap rule requirement in 47 CFR § 54.319(a) is not met and HomeTel should continue to 

receive all of the universal service high-cost support to which it is entitled under the 

Commission’s rules. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ David B. Cohen      /s/ Jeffry H. Smith 

David B. Cohen, Esq.      Jeffry H. Smith 

Senior Policy Advisor      President/CEO 

 

 

GVNW Consulting, Inc. 

8050 SW Warm Springs Street, Suite 200 

Tualatin, Oregon 97062 

 

October 10, 2017 
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